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Car & Van Hire 

Servicing, Repairs & Maintenance 
MOT Centre (Class 4, 5A & 7)     

 Offering everything from a small car up to a 7.5 T Lorry  

 

 

Book your rental vehicle online 

www.bmr-rentals.com 

Tyres: Servicing: Exhausts 

Get going with  

Brandon  
31, Putney Close 

Brandon 
Suffolk 

IP27 0PA 
Tele: 01842 812327 

Thetford 
1 Brickfields Way 

Thetford 
Norfolk 

IP24 1HX 
Tele: 01842 761265 

Free MOT’s for NHS Workers!  
 

  

FREE MOT’s FOR NHS WORKERS!

INFO@MOLYNEUXESTATEAGENTS.CO.UK   49a HIGH STREET, BRANDON IP27 0AQ  
 

If you have instructed another agent you must consider the terms and conditions of those instructions in order to avoid the possible liability of paying two commissions as well as any disbursements or 
withdrawal fees.*Minimum fee of £1500 + VAT 

 

 

CALL MOLYNEUX ESTATE AGENTS ON 01842 818282 
TO BOOK A FREE VALUATION! 

FREE ENHANCED 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

FREE FLOOR PLANS 
 

FREE MARKETING UPGRADES 
 

FEE OF 1% + VAT* 
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Property maintenance services include:

Cleaning

Gardening

Fencing and shed
Landscaping

Painting and Decorating

lookatme1st.com@gmail.com

www.lookatme1st.com

applied on all 1-year signed management contracts
3 MONTH'S FREE MANAGEMENT

DON'T DELAY, GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

Calling all
Landlords!

lookatme1st.com@gmail.com

08000 407 411

Unit 10, Wimbledon Avenue, Brandon, Suffolk, IP27 0NZ

K atme1st.comL
Lettings, Management and Maintenance

Are you or someone you know feeling 
isolated and looking to make new friends in 
a social setting? If so, Brandon Day Centre 
might be just what you are looking for.  

Brandon Day Centre supports older and frail people 
to enjoy therapeutic day care in a safe environment 
and provides an opportunity for people to have fun 
and socialise with others whilst giving family carers 
a well-earned break. 

We are currently open Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday and offer a two-course, 
freshly prepared meal and refreshments throughout 
the day. For anyone unable to access transport, we 
may be able to offer free door-to-door transport to 
those living within an eight-mile radius of the centre. 

For the safety and wellbeing of our customers and 
staff team, we have introduced a number of 
measures to ensure our building and working 
practices are Covid-safe. 

To find out more, contact Laura Edgar, Day Care 
Services Manager. She would love to hear from you. 

   

Tel: 07419 130919 
Email: daycare@empanda.org.uk 
Web: empanda.org.uk 

 



Published and Printed by Brandon Life Ltd, 01842 338204, 26 High Street, Brandon IP27 0AQ. Neither the Publisher, nor the Editor necessarily agree with any comment and/or views expressed in the Brandon Life neither 
can they take responsibility for any products or services offered for sale. All material is strictly copyright and all rights reserved. 

Put life back into your business. 
To advertise in the Brandon Life email karen@brandonlife.co.uk or call 01842 338204.      

PAINTING &PAINTING &
DECORATINGDECORATING

• • Wallpaper SpecialistWallpaper Specialist  
• • Interior & ExteriorInterior & Exterior  

• • Free EstimateFree Estimate  
• • Friendly Reliable ServiceFriendly Reliable Service

MANGLE’S

For a free quotation For a free quotation 
call Garycall Gary

                              07931 22814307931 228143

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

BASED
BASED

Arrange your FREE estimate

760598
Unit 6 Faraday Place, Thetford, IP24 3RG

Carpet       Vinyl
Luxury Vinyl Tiles

thetfordcarpetwarehouse.co.uk
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Brandon Town Council October Meeting
The Church Institute could have been a bit warmer for the 
council meeting but at least the air circulation was good. Our 
chairman had sent his apologies, Cllr Etherington took the chair, 
the minutes were confirmed but it was the matters arising that I 
found interesting. Last month BTC said that they were looking into 
whose responsibly it was to look after Monkeys Style Lane and 
the pavements in the High St. This month we are told that BTC 
staff will be cutting back the growth to the boundary and clearing 
the litter. Do you think that this is good use of the precept (council 
tax) that BTC charge as West Suffolk District Council and Suffolk 
County Council, who are responsible for these public spaces, also 
put these expenses in their part of the council Tax that you pay? 
Do Brandon Town Councillors see this as the easy option instead 
of insisting that the higher local authorities look after Brandon’s 
public spaces? I query this because later in the evening there was 
a resolution from Cllr Lukaniuk that BTC spray the weeds in the 
High St which he admitted is partly the responsibility of the shop 
keeper and Suffolk County Council. This was passed by BTC with 
an amendment that this should only be done for one year and not 
the three that Cllr Lukaniuk had asked for, at an estimated cost of 
£1500.00 to BTC.
Under the Public Forum we were given a short presentation by the 
C E O of Abbeycroft Leisure about the refurbishment of the Sport 
Centre. The centre is now a charity run centre with wellbeing and 
community health being central to it. I took the opportunity to go 
and have a look at the newly refurbished centre as I hope many of 
you did on the open day, 27th October. Many leisure activities are 
still catered for such as basketball, badminton, squash and tennis 

FROM THE
GALLERY

with a well-equipped gym and wellbeing centre. Cllr Moore asked 
on the night whether paraplegics could be catered for. On my tour 
I was told that they could cater for all from limited mobility through 
to full exercise enthusiasts. Cllr Ridgwell asked if there was any 
truth in the rumour that the two doctors’ surgeries were moving 
into the centre and was informed that there were no plans for this. 
A later agenda item agreed that BTC would give Abbeycroft leisure 
a grant of £3000.00 to help with projects for the youth of Brandon. 
It’s good to see investment by the council to improve the wellbeing 
of the people of Brandon, both young and old.
In district councillors reports we were informed by Cllr Palmer that 
there would be no change to the car parking charges. The traffic 
wardens had made one hundred and forty visits and handed out 
only nineteen parking tickets. Cllr Palmer also told us that the 
scout hut had been refurbished which is good news for the scouts 
just before winter sets in.
The remaining resolution, which was deferred, was to 
professionally live stream the EGM, a meeting that was to discuss 
the new cemetery. Several members of the council said that they 
didn’t know anything about the meeting which seems strange 
because, as the Chairman pointed out, it had been advertised on 
all the council’s social media outlets and the notice board at the 
front of the council offices.
 BTC did have the following written Cemetery report at this 
meeting.
OVERVIEW
The project to provide a new Cemetery for Brandon commenced 
approximately 30 years ago, as the existing Cemetery adjacent to 
St Peter’s Church would eventually be fully occupied.
Land in Manor Road was identified as being the most 
advantageous site to have the Cemetery, due to its vicinity to 
the existing Cemetery and Church. In 2018 the land was finally 
purchased. The cost of the land and initial works were paid for 
from funds earmarked for the purpose set aside from the Council 
Precept over a period of time.
FUNDING and the FUTURE
BTC felt it would not be right to burden the current residents of 
Brandon with a loan for the entire cost of developing the site. 
Therefore, they propose to borrow money from the Government at 
a preferential rate and repay it over 50 years, the impact of taking 
this loan would be a minimal increase in the precept requested 
from West Suffolk, in this way the cost of the NEW Cemetery will 
be equally shared by the future generations of Brandonians. Part 
of the criteria to enable BTC to obtain this loan is to have public 
consultation which they have been doing on market days and 
would culminate with the EGM mentioned in resolution No 393. 
The council agreed to have a cemetery meeting to decide whether 
to proceed with the EGM.
The EGM went ahead on Monday October 18th. There were about 
30 members of the public in attendance and they were asked 
a simple question- DO YOU WANT A CEMETERY? There was 
a resounding YES from those present. Some members of BTC 
believed that more consultation was required so BTC cemetery 
committee sat on the 27th and I was later informed that a decision 
was made to hold more consultations on market days and to 
look at the cost of sending a letter to every home in Brandon and 
depending on the response having another public meeting. Please 
let us know your feelings by email, karen@brandonlife.co.uk, post 
or pop a letter in the Red Box at 26 High St. now Dee’s Delights. 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the next council meeting 
which, all being well, will be Monday 8th November.

Roy Brame

BRANDON LIFE
Deadline for next issue November 24th for Deadline for next issue November 24th for 

publication on Friday 3rd Decemberpublication on Friday 3rd December

Established in 1989

This is added to the other Services available
MOT  Class 7- VANS/PICKUPS (Up to 3500kg)

MOT  Class 4 - CARS & CAMPER VANS
SERVICING  •  REPAIRS  •  DIAGNOSTICS •  TYRES  

EXHAUSTS • COMPUTERISED 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
DIESEL DIAGNOSTIC & REPAIR

!  2021 REMINDER  !
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Gasmark
For all your plumbing and heating

requirements.

Heating installation, service and repair.
Bathroom design, installation and tiling

Tel: 01842 813043
Mob: 07919 447331

BRIDGE HOTEL BRANDON
TOP RATED ACCOMMODATION

TRIP ADVISOR CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE
Popular Riverside Venue for small Functions, 

Weddings etc.
PHONE 01842-338228 or 811236

01842 819764
Open Mon – Fri

14 London Road. 

total hair 14

Walking on Air (Hockwold)
Foot Health Professional

D.T.Byrne MCFHP MAFHP
07596 157826

Long nails, Corns, Callus, Hard Skin, Cracked Heels and 
fissures, Fungal Nails, Ingrowing Toenails as well as 

Diabetic Foot Care
(Home or Clinic visits available)

Please email your letters, articles, poems, etc, to the Editor, Karen, to karen@brandonlife.co.uk.
All items must include the name and address of contributor, which can be withheld on request. 
Neither the Publisher, nor the Editor necessarily agree with any comment and/or views expressed 
in the Brandon Life neither can they take responsibility for any products or services offered for 
sale. All material is strictly copyright and all rights reserved. Material, including letters, presented 
for publication may have to be edited if we feel it is necessary or for reasons of space. Our phone 
number is 01842 338204.

IT’S THE POST!

DIVINUS SUPPORT LTD
Offer support in your own home with personal care. 
Meal prep, Administering medication, Light housework, Sleep-ins, Laundry 

service, companionship, sit in service, Support to health appointments, to visit 
family and friends or to pamper yourself at hairdressers etc.  

For more information please phone Angie Burke.  
divinus200810@gmail.com

Tel: 01842 814059 

Oil Portraits
Turn that Favourite Photograph into an 

Original/Unique Painting  

Dogs, Cats, Horses, People

Vulcan Portraits 01366 728464
www.vulcanportraits.co.uk

(also makes a great Gift)

Dear Reader,
CHRISTMAS IS COMING! The deadline for our festive issue 
is Wednesday 24th November for publication on Friday 3rd 
December. Don’t forget the date if you would like to promote 
anything Christmas. Another important date for your diary is 
Saturday 27th November. For details of this fun day, including the 
Christmas lights switch on and much more, please see page 2.
As promised last issue, the amazing amount raised at the 
Muttfest fundraiser for Hearing dogs for the deaf was £1,123.41, 
with a promise of more to come! What a fantastic amount and all 
thanks to Lisa, Maxine and her hearing dog Walter and their team 
of volunteers and helpers. They were truly overwhelmed by the 
public  support and send all those that helped or donated in any 
way a huge THANK YOU.
Finally, I wish you all a happy and safe Bonfire night.
Karen 

Dear Karen,
On Thursday 7 October at the approach to Aldi I found an 
attractive penknife with a key attached.  It could well be of 
sentimental value.
Spider, 07887710458.

Dear Karen
Liam’s Treasure Trail Board Raffle
Once again a big ‘Thank You’ to the people of Brandon who took 
part in the Treasure Board Raffle. We raised £150. The winning 
ticket was No. 109 which was won by Mr Alfie Puttock, who made 
a donation to ‘Liam’s Fund’.
Thank you
Val Towler

BRANDON SENIORS CLUB. 
Regd Charity No  1049353 
The club welcomes new members at the British Legion, London 
Rd, Brandon every Thursday 11am - 2pm. 
Join us for a catchup with old or new friends, enjoy refreshments 
and a light lunch. Weekly raffle. 
For more details please contact 
Ann Betts 01842 810186 or Rita Winwright 01842 812977 Or pop 
in any Thursday morning for a chat and details.

WEETING VILLAGE HALL WINTER CRAFT FAYRE
Sat 13th/ Sun 14th November 9am - 3pm.
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Report By Victor Lukaniuk 
Town, District and County Councillor
A personal opinion

BRANDON
TAXIS

7 DAYS A WEEK
4 & 7 SEATERS WITH WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

07506 983514
www.brandontaxis.co.uk

 
  

0800 136332
TTHHEE  BBEESSTT   MMOOVVEE
YYOOUU  CCAANN  MMAAKKEE

Sherwood House, Norwood Rd., Brandon, Suffolk IP27 0PB

Tel.: 01842 812165 - Fax: 01842 813051

FREE QUOTATIONS AND ADVICE

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Some progress is being achieved regarding the design and costing of our 
new cemetery in Manor Road and the biggest and costliest structure will be 
the brick entrance and gateway. Below is my interpretation of how it may 
look and anybody who wishes to submit a vision of their own are perfectly 
welcome to step forward with their  idea of what the entrance could look 
like.
What you see below is a traditional brick structure, flint clad to the outer 
with natural stone cappings. There is a certain naivety on my behalf 
regarding the flanks which need to be curved and I will admit to not 
having the necessary artistic skills. However I am pretty sure my fellow 
Brandonians have grasped the general theme. On several occasions I did 
suggest that an artists impression of the entrance would be beneficial as we 
progressed the scheme but it was regarded an unnecessary expense. 
We have put funds aside for the costliest structure and I do not accept that 
we need to borrow (please be seated) £800,000 (eight hundred thousand 
pounds) that is the sum being quoted. There is a less expensive alternative 
which I and several others will attempt to put forward. Why buy a Rolls 
Royce when a Jaguar will suffice. If the leadership at the council can raise in 
the region of £800,000 why not purchase the former Cinema site and build 
a spanking new community hall with integrated public toilets now that 
would be a wise investment. I sense choppy waters ahead as we  navigate our 
way through the cemetery scheme, once again I will endeavour to keep my 
fellow Brandonians updated.
At long last the former Barclays Bank building has been sold, to local 
business people which is a great relief as it was beginning to look rather 
shabby and the rear of the property was  like something from the wild west, 
all it lacked was the tumble weed. I have no idea what its future will be but 
two shops at ground floor and two flats above is doable and if spoken to 
nicely I wonder if the new owners may concede to placing public toilets 
within, I realise it is a long shot ! Let’s not forget the fine flint  mural which is 
built into a load bearing wall, skilfully crafted by Fred “the Knapper” Avery, 
Brandon’s last flintknapper whom may I add was a true gentleman.
With the purchase of the Bank and the purchase of Brandon House Hotel 
that just leaves one substantial  empty building in the High Street and yes 
you have guessed it, the former Collins Fish Bar. Step forward you wealthy 
Brandonians and dip into your pockets, re-open for business, serving that 
superb English delicacy, fish and chips, I for one will be a regular customer.

193841

C8011

25 Years Experience

Phone Lakenheath office on 01842 860439
Emergency? 

Contact 07979 74 74 72
Oil and Gas Boiler Servicing
Free Quotation – No Call Out Charge

Prompt, professional plumbing and heating service
Registered CORGI & OFTEC member • City & Guilds qualified

D.E.G.

GARDEN RESCUERS
Fencing, Decking, Turfing, Garden Clearance, Tree/
Hedgework, Gates, Driveways/Patios, & much more

FOR FREE QUOTE
01842 862929   07786807474
gardenrescuers@gmail.com
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open
7 days
a week

 
 

Come and see for yourself or call
us for a FREE quotation

Showroom at 3-4 Station Way, 
Brandon IP27 0BH

Jim Stevenson  
01842 810728     
0777 0806 769

After hours 07831 219212 also at Thetford Garden Centre

Serving East Anglia for 30 years

 

Brandon & District Garden Club. A report of 
the Meeting held at the Church Institute Hall, 

Brandon on 25th Oct. 2021
The meeting started with Chairperson Elsie Caller 
welcoming everyone and also stating that we were still 
social distancing. Apologies were received from Alice Day, 
Judy and John Berritt, Jackie Howkins, John Newton and 
Bill and Barbara Gurney. Due to the Covid 19 situation, 
some members who usually attend were absent, therefore 
Elsie assumed that apologies were received.

Minutes of the last meeting were read by Elsie in the 
absence of a Minute Secretary, and all present agreed to 
Elsie signing them. Elsie reminded the group that we need 
a Minute Secretary and if anyone was interested she would 
be happy to explain what is actually involved.

Treasurer’s Report: David Caller read out the amount of 
money in the bank at present and said he had the books 
on the table if anyone wished to look at them.

The Christmas Social Evening – for members only – will 
be held on November 29th at 7.30pm. Elsie asked for 
donations of finger food if possible for the buffet table and 

also said Raffle Prizes would be appreciated. Drinks will be 
provided but members were asked to please bring their 
own glasses. Raffle tickets will be sold on the night, and 
of course the evening wouldn’t be complete without Les’s 
Bingo and the prizes!

TABLE SHOW RESULTS

Dorothy Pocock announced the results which were as 
follows:

3 ONIONS: 1st Les Barber. 3 SPRAYS MICHAELMAS 
DAISY: 2nd Val Cox (no 1st place). HALLOWEEN FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT: 2nd Karen Nichols (no 1st place). 
DECORATED HALLOWEEN SPONGE: 1st Val Cox. 2nd 
Karen Nichols

The raffle was then drawn. After which, our Speaker, Joe 
Sharman of Moonsilver Nurseries was introduced and gave 
a very interesting and entertaining talk on flowers of the 
Peloponnese. Elsie gave a vote of thanks and members 
were given the opportunity to purchase plants from Mr 
Sharman.

No Garden Club meetings are held in December, so the 
next open meeting will be held on 31st January 2022.

The new season is well under way now and it has 
been delightful to welcome some new faces to the 
Club.  We hope you all enjoyed the challenge set 
in October and the talk given by Peter Benson, a 
really interesting evening.  Date to remember to put 

in your diaries for November is Wednesday 17th when there is to 
be a Table Top Photography Challenge under the title of Product 
Photography.  The challenge is to take images that will best sell 
the items used in the set-up.

We hope you may be inspired to come along and share your 
interest in photography with us.  We all have a lot to learn from 
each other and from the experts we ask to join us from time to 
time.  Watch out for these editorials to learn more about what we 
have in store as each month passes.  There is always someone 
on hand to help with any technical questions you may have.
We meet fortnightly at the Baptist Church Hall, 39 High Street, 
Brandon, IP27 0AQ, at 7:30pm.
Check out our website on www.brandonphotographicclub.co.uk
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TOWN
Brandon 

TOPICS
Town Keepers

Is it me or did summer seem to fly by far too quickly?! 
The daytime still has some warmth but boy does the 
temperature drop away quickly at night. It makes dressing 
for our job tricky at this time of the year. Thermals until 
10am, then tee shirts until 3pm! 

We have been cutting and raking the last of the meadows. 
We finished in the  churchyard then moved on to the 
Orchard, where I was thrilled to find more evidence of 

Wasp spiders! Numerous egg sacs were found, which I’ve 
put in a safe place to overwinter. This grassland specialist 
has now become well established on two of our sites! 
Which I think is brilliant!

It was interesting how many amphibians we found during 
the meadow cut. These habitats, while a fair distance from 
the nearest pond or watercourse, are abundant with frogs 
and toads of varying size. I am thinking about building a 
hibernaculum, which will provide a safe place for them to 
hibernate during the colder months. Information from the 
Wildlife Trust on how to build one can be found on www.
wildlifewatch.co.uk. It may be a feature you’d like in your 
garden? 

When cutting long grass, I am careful to ‘cut high’ first, 
which gives me the opportunity to spot any creatures I may 
uncover. The metal blade is unforgiving and I want to avoid 
injuring the wildlife. 

I am also on the lookout for hedgehogs. These prickly 
mammals will build a nest to raise their young in long 
grassy habitats. Babies are usually born in June and July, 
but the hoglet season can begin in the spring and stretch 
through to the Autumn, if conditions are right. So it always 
pays to be alert when operating a mower or strimmer. Our 
meadows are home to many different creatures. This is 
why we also leave an area uncut each year, it acts as an 
overwintering ‘refuge’. 

I’m pleased to announce we have bought some new 
planters for George Street, to replace the tired old concrete 
ones, currently in place! We won’t be starting this task 
until the end of the year at the earliest, as we currently 
have a very full workload, but we look forward to unveiling 
them to you ASAP! These were purchased along with the 
High Street planters, using some of the grant funding that 
Brandon Town Council was awarded from West Suffolk. It’s 
been a great opportunity to invest in some (long overdue!) 
town improvements.

Remembrance Day is fast approaching, so we will be 
working hard over the coming weeks to make sure our 
beautiful cemetery and churchyard are neat and tidy. All 
eyes will be upon the War Memorial, so that will also be 
given a clean!

Remembrance falls on Sunday 14th November this year. 
The parade will assemble at 9.30am, ready to march 
from the leisure centre to St Peter’s Church for the 10am 
service. After which, we shall gather by the memorial for 
the act of remembrance. 

And finally, we decorated one of our planters on Market 
Hill for Halloween.. We hope it made you smile!
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TMC PROPERTY RENOVATION
& ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Property renovation
Property Extension

Electrical & Plumbing
Carpentry & Building

Kitchen & Bathroom fitting
Loft Conversions

One quote for all services

Part P Registered Contractor
Trevor Cronin on 

01842 813831 OR 07761959422
 

CHASE 
TIMBER PRODUCTS

Twickenham Avenue, Brandon

01842 810507
Call today for prompt, friendly help.

THE COMPLETE FENCING SPECIALIST
Free Surveys ~ Free Estimates ~ No Obligation

Helpful Advice ~ Erection Service
Quality Fencing at Affordable Prices 

www.chasetimberproducts.co.uk

Intro  ...
Having read the spurious comments in the last Brandon Life 
regarding phosphorous bombs in relation to Brandon, and how 
these were deemed ‘a fiction’, I was fascinated by this and decided 
to do some research into these, with the help of an ex-bomb-
disposal friend. Buried phosphorous bombs were undetectable 
by normal methods as there were no metal parts. The phosphate 
mixture was encased in glass and was intended to be used like 
hand grenades and thrown at 
tanks and other military targets. 
When they hit the glass broke and 
an explosion would occur and 
set a tank on fire as soon as the 
phosphorus was exposed to air. 
Civil defence units were given the 
task of hiding these in trenches in 
readiness for an invasion during 
the last war. After the end of the 
war, as you can imagine, chaos ensued and the MOD ordered 
these to be unearthed and disposed of. However, a lot of these 
bombs were never dug up and Brandon did, indeed, have its 
share of these. There is still a D Notice on this after all this time, 
but my friend found some information on the MOD website. To 
put all this in context where Brandon is concerned: I spoke to a 
Brandon resident who gave me some interesting facts. After the 
war a local fireman attended a great fire in Rattlers Road and he 
told this resident it was buried phosphorous bombs going off. 
This cannot be dismissed as a myth for It is a fact that shells and 
other munitions were stored in trenches down the Thetford Road, 
and elsewhere, for use by the many guns emplacements dotted 
around Norfolk and Suffolk. During the research we found an 
article explaining the workings of phosphorous bombs, together 
with a schematic showing the mechanism insides these glass 
globes. Also there was an article explaining how lax the home 
defence units were in unearthing these, and this fact has also 
been confirmed by our local historian. When Eric {Spam) Ashley 
was alive he told me that Brandon still had many munitions that 
had not been unearthed and I always found ‘Spam’ to be very 
knowledgeable on military matters. Other Brandonians told me 
that there could be some of these dangerous bombs buried at the 
back of the old cinema and, although there is no hard evidence 
that is a fact, it would be a sensible thing to treat this matter 
seriously. To summarily dismiss it as a fantasy is a dangerous and 
foolish thing to suggest. Also it is always important to do research 
before trying to reach a conclusion which, at best, can only be 
flawed. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who 
helped me with this research. I found all this fascinating, but scary! 

Brandon Market ...
Have you heard the latest news regarding stallholders, who are 
responsible for the complete success of the revitalised Brandon 
Market? Initially, West Suffolk offered pitches free to these, which 
was a great boon for those businesses whose goods were in the 
lower profit-margin category. Well, West Suffolk Council (in their 
wisdom) are going to charge for pitches soon, which will not help 
our market at all. I trust our councillors raised strong objections to 
this foolishness! 

A Personal View of 
events and happenings 
in Brandon Town (and 
further afield) by Eddie 

Stewart on behalf of 
nobody in particular but 

himself.

SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES OF ROOFING, 
NEW WORK & MAINTENANCE

Tile, Slate or Bitumen Roof
Chimneys Replace or Taken Down

Lead Work Undertaken  All Roofing Materials Supplied
Delivery Service if Required

Established 40 years  Sponsors of Brandon Town F.C.

01953 457545
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Breckland Crime Crackers ...
The coronavirus has brought out the best in us and, of course, the 
worst. In the past few months fraudsters have been using this to 
relieve citizens of their cash. From cures for covid-19 to phishing 
emails and phony websites, scammers are taking advantage 
of consumers’ fears as the virus continues to spread. You need 
to beware of robotcalls and emails promising cures, or covid 
passports. Scammers are calling home phones and sending text 
messages to mobiles which contain misinformation that could 
leave you out of pocket if you fall victim. Some of these calls claim 
to be from the Government, your GP’s surgery, the NHS, or even 
the World Health Organisation. They would never contact you in 
this way! However, these calls are designed to encourage you to 
either speak to an operator, or press a button on your phone for 
more information. Do not, under any circumstances, press any 
buttons. This could lead you to being connected to a high-cost 
premium number, leaving you liable for a significant call costs. 
Also do not give the caller any information about you at all as this 
could result in a cleaned-out bank account. 

Absolute Madness  ...
Even man’s best friend is going ‘woke’ with the launch of vegan 
dog food. The grub is made with kale, dandelion and broccoli 
instead of the usual meaty chunks. However, the cans will cost 
the eco-conscious dog owners a whopping £8 a can. Tins of 
traditional Pedigree Chum can cost as little as £3. Needless to say, 
I will NOT be feeding any of this to my two Jack Russells! 

Face Masks ...
Although face masks are no longer compulsory, many people 
are still wearing these as a precaution and I’m sure a lot of us can 
see the logic of this. The news that they are to be reintroduced 
in Suffolk Schools is a sensible move, in my view, following a 
spike in coronavirus cases. From November 1st students in all 
secondary schools, and higher education, will have to wear 
face coverings in communal areas outside the classroom and 
this also applies to staff in all education settings. The measures, 
to be reviewed the week of November 15th, will also restrict 
entry at schools to essential visitors, who will have to wear face 
masks. Cases amongst 15 to 19 year olds have increased by 32% 
recently and almost 15% for those aged 10 to 14 and this is the 
reason for these precautions. Better to be safe than sorry! 

Yet More Madness  ...
A family baker in York has begun selling gender-neutral 
gingerbread men and has changed the name to gingerbread 
persons! What next, a Father Christmas cake figure featuring a 
bearded, uncommitted person?! You really could not make this 
up!! 

Finally ... 
Did you hear about the two forklift trucks that toppled off 
Brighton pier and into the sea? Don’t think they would pass an 
MOT now, do you?! Goodbye from young and handsome me 
(a joke!) The real reason this news item is so short is – it’s only a 
drop in the ocean!!

PC Repair and Care 
01842 810853
Mobile PC Service
Desktop, Laptop, ipad & Mobile Phone Setups
Hardware Installations 
Virus Checks & Removal
Internet Connections 
Training Sessions 

Internet Security 
Repairs & Upgrades
Program installations

Georgina Sims

ROSS MARKIEWICZ (KEVIN)
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE - FULLY QUALIFIED CARPENTER

CARPENTRY-TILING - KITCHENS-BATHROOMS - PAINTING & 
DECORATING - PLUMBING - FREE ESTIMATES, NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL 01842 815025  MOBILE 07548955119

Pest & Vermin Control
– ants, beetles, crows, fleas, flies, foxes, mice, mites, moles, pigeons, 

rabbits, rats, squirrels, wasp nests.
– live catch and removal service for some creatures.

– prompt reliable 24hr service 7 days a week.

Tel/fax: 01842 879904    Mobile: 07946 733188
GSRAHAM

SMITH & SONS

 

25% discount for 
over 60’s on labour

OFFER ENDING 
OFFER ENDING SOONSOON--
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JOB VACANCIES
Email karen@brandonlife.co.uk

DIVINUS SUPPORT LTD
HOME CARE SUPPORT WORKERS

  £9.50 to £10.50 an hour. Full or part time positions available. 
Mileage allowance. No experience necessary. Full training will

 be provided. 28 days holiday pro rata. Staff Pension. We are also 
looking for relief staff, divinus200810@gmail.com

Tel: 01842 814059 

DELIVERY PEOPLE WANTED.
Rounds available NOW!!

GET FIT FOR AUTUMN!
Give the distribution manager a call on 

07734250124

Turner Wall of Fame
This month on the Turner’s Wall of Fame, we have 
The Toy Den decorating our Christmas Tree.  We 
would like to remind 
everyone that The Toy 
Den is on the Market 
Square every Thursday 
selling toys and Christmas 
items or they can be 
found at Unit 11 The 
Harvey Adams Centre, 
19 Wimbledon Avenue, 
Brandon where they run 
regular events.  Please 
contact 07871 306579  
or www.thetoyden.net

a fresh approach

01842 761333   (24 hr)

Qualified local electricians who cater for ALL types of electrical work 
and take great pride and satisfaction in everything they do:

• New consumer units fitted and tested (Replacement of fusebox)
• Mains smoke, heat and carbon monoxide alarms fitted

• Supply and fit efficient electric heating (Replacement of storage heating)
• Voltage Optimisation for reduced energy costs

• LED lighting & Power for lofts, garages & outbuildings
• Additional BT and TV outlets provided
• Cookers and water heaters repaired

• Issue of certification and Part P notification where required
Call Brunning Electrical Services for a prompt service anytime. All 

hours and days are covered for emergencies and surveys.

Tel: 0800 542 0424 Mobile: 07737 698 117

MADE TO MEASURE
• Custom Made Curtains • Curtains 

Shortened  
• Fabric Samples Provided • Roman Blinds 

• Cushions  

 Call Dena on  07842 110 240

KEVIN J CHAPMAN
CARPENTER & JOINER

FOR FITTING DOORS WINDOWS KITCHENS
STAIRS AND MUCH MORE

WHICH CAN ALSO BE SUPPLIED OR CUSTOM MADE
TEL: 01842 878474 MOB: 07795 024580

E MAIL: kjcjoiners@waitrose.com
WEB PAGE: kjcjoiners.com

BETTS of BRANDON ltd
All types of fencing and gates supplied and 

fitted.
Decking, wall and hedge removal for boundary 

clearance, heritage sectional buildings.
01842 811003  sheddieb@aol.com

Kitty Alterations
Clothes Altered – Hems – Tapers – Suit alterations – 

Name tags – Shirts - Trousers. Smaller jobs a pleasure
Highly skilled machinist with over 25yrs experience in sewing

Mob: 07412 629789
Email: kittyalterations67@gmail.com

 

Cage Lane, Thetford, IP24 2DT 
www.mcp-law.co.uk      T: 01842 756100 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Crime I Disputes I Employment  
Property I Wills & Probate I Family 

 Personal Injury I Company & Commercial Law 

Legal Solutions for Business and Life 

30

FLINT/STONEWORK • EXTENSIONS • CONSERVATORY BASES
ROOF REPAIRS • GARDEN WALLS • PATIOS • BLOCK PAVING
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Wanted
Fair prices paid, friendly and prompt service

Old vintage bygones, automobilia, garden machinery/tools, 
garage equipment/tools

Also interested in: vehicles, motorcycles and tractors
Contact Andrew 07748 819856 robinsonstorm@gmail.com

Barn , shed / garage clearances undertaken

BRANDON HEATING SERVICES LTD
DOMESTIC GAS ENGINEERS

 Servicing   System Descaling  Boiler Installations
 Landlord Certificates Natural Gas and LPG

M: 077689 54874   T:814117 (answerphone)
E: brandonheatingservicesltd@gmail.com

Freedom Recycling Ltd 

 

 

 01842 828888 

4 yard to 40 yard skips available to hire 

                       www.freedomrecycling.co.uk 

          Friendly competitive skip hire service 
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS
GAS, OIL, LPG INSTALLATION & SERVICING

49 Queens Road • Brandon • Suffolk IP27 0JN
TEL: 01842 812692

198332Mobile: 0774 8907 598

M E Perry   Trading as
Aerial Services

Digital Aerial Installations • Satellite installations • Digital 
Upgrades • Motorized Satellites Installed • Aerial Repairs 

• Reception Problems Solved • Extra Points • Tuning 
Service

Phone 01842 752028 Mobile 07889755755

HOMEFLAME GASHOMEFLAME GAS
SERVICES LTDSERVICES LTD

••  SERVICING SERVICING •• REPAIRS   REPAIRS  
•• BATHROOMS BATHROOMS

With Over 35 Years Experience 
We Are The Local Company You Can Trust

Contact Martin: 07879 698271
homeflamegasservices.co.ukhomeflamegasservices.co.uk

18273

Your Local Family Electricians

01842 814138
07846 289445

brandonelectricalservices@yahoo.com
www.brandones.uk

*Part P Qualified*

*18th Edition*

*Free Quotations*

*Competitive Prices*

*Friendly Reliable Service*

*No Job To Big Or Small*

Outdoor Waterproof Double Socket
Normal Price £235    Now Just £115 Inc VAT

**This Months SPECIAL OFFER**

Tracy Dave and Mick
A Local Family Business 

Electric Lawnmowers?
Phone Charging?
Outdoor Music?

Power Washers? Bar-B-Ques?
Get one fitted for Summer!

Large Brandon Life Ad_Layout 1  04/05/2021  18:49  Page 1 FREE HOME VISIT & ESTIMATE

Bathrooms & Shower Rooms
Full Kitchen Installations

Electrical Installations
Plastering • Tiling

Consumer Unit Changes
Building Works • Plumbing Repairs 

Property Maintenance
20 Years Experience • Family Business

Tel: 01842 879239
Mob: 07952 589757 

FREE HOME VISIT & ESTIMATE

Damien Whaley
Domestic Cleaning

07568 592948

damienwhaley@
hotmail.co.uk

Damien’s 
Cleaning 
Services

One-off  or regular 
domestic cleans

Competitive Prices
DBS Checked



••  SERVICING SERVICING •• REPAIRS   REPAIRS  
•• BATHROOMS BATHROOMS

Luxury Kitchens and Bathrooms at 
surprisingly affordable prices. 

Disabled Bathrooms also undertaken.

THE GAS COMPANY Incorporating

FOREST LUXURY KITCHENS
AND BATHROOMS 

CALL MARK – OFFICE: 01842 813919
MOBILE: 07931 375908

EMAIL: forestluxurykitchens.mark@mail.com 
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SCAN FOR YOUR FREE
INSTANT VALUATION

• Sales • Lettings • Property Management •
www.chilterns.co

Make Your
Next Move
Count.
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